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Christian Living
by F. B. Meyer

1. The Appropriation of Christ
“Put ye on the Lord Jesus
Christ."— Romans xiii. 14.

At the beginning of the Christian
life, for the most part at least, we try to
imitate Jesus Christ. There is Scriptural
warrant for our doing so.

In a railway carriage recently | was
attracted by the earnest look on the
face of a young man who was reading
"The Imitation of Christ." Without
depreciating that precious manual of
the holy life, | ventured to suggest that
“imitation” alone was insufficient for
the purpose we had in view; and that
there was a more excellent way.

Yes, and as year after year | have
tried to imitate the matchless glories of
Jesus Christ, there has been the same
weary sense of failure, beneath which
heart and hope have sunk down baffled
and disappointed.

Let us not be content with the effort
to imitate Christ; let us appropriate
Him, as the flowers of spring and the
fruits of autumn appropriate the
properties of the sap and dew and
balmy air, and all the glorious forces
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that lie hid in sunbeames.

This thought is Scriptural

What is it but another way of
expressing the Apostle's exortation to
"put on the Lord Jesus Christ". (Rom.
xiii. 14.) In Him, by the good pleasure of
the Father, all fulness dwells, that we
might receive of it grace upon grace;
and that reception is but another term
for appropriation. In giving us His Son,
the Father hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness; but
that gracious provision avails us

nothing until we claim and appropriate #=

it by a living faith. The promises are all
ours: but they are vain until we lay
upon them the hand of appropriating
proprietorship; and, as heirs, enter
upon our inheritance. All true faith
must have in it this thought of W
appropriation. We first know by
hearing what are our glorious privileges
and rights. Then we reckon that the
record is true. And, finally, we begin to
use that which has been so freely
given. Like the pilgrim-saints of olden
days, "we are persuaded of them, and
embrace them." (Heb. xi. 13.)

This thought is also confirmed by ZX
experience
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A little group of earnest men were
gathered not long ago around a fire,
eagerly discussing the methods of a
holy life, and reciting their own
experiences of the grace of God. One
had recently entered upon the gladness
of a life of entire consecration, and
spoke fervently of his new-found joys.
But when his story was told, a
venerable clergyman expressed his
disappointment at an experience which
was only negative, and told so little of
the positive side of the appropriation
of Christ.

Years before, when engaged in a
gathering of unruly and noisy children,
he had been suddenly driven to claim
from the Saviour the gift of his own
gentle patience, in the words, “Thy
patience, Lord!" And instantly so divine
a calm filled his spirit that he realized
that he had made a great discovery.
And from that moment he had retained
the extremes of his brief petition,
inserting between them the grace, the
lack of which was hurrying him to sin.
In moments of weakness, "Thy
strength. Lord!" or in moments of
conscious strength, "Thy humility.
Lord!" When assailed by unholy
suggestions, "Thy purity, Lord!" or
when passing through deep waters of
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trial, "Thy resignation and restfulness.
Lord!" What is this but a living example
of the appropriation of Christ.

This thought would light up the darkest,
saddest life

Jesus Christ is an Armory, in which
hang armour for defence, and weapons
for attack. Happy is he who has learned
to enter the sacred arsenal, to gird on
the breast-plate and helmet, and to lay
his hand to spear and sword! Christ is a
Banqueting-house, in which the tables
groan beneath the weight of all that is
needed for the supply of appetite and
the gratification of taste. Happy is he
who makes free of the rich provision,
and comes to it whenever he needs!
Christ is a Surgery, stored with all
manner of restoritives and blessed
elixirs; nor lacks an ointment for every
wound, a cordial for every faintness, a
remedy for every disease. Happy is he
who is well-skilled in heavenly
pharmacy, and knoweth how to avail
himself of his healing virtues! Christ is
the Jewel-room, in which the graces of
the Christian are held in strong and
safe keeping. Happy is he who knows
which is the key to the massive doors,
so that he can go in and out at his will,
and array himself in "whatsoever things
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are lovely, and whatsoever things are of
good report!" "I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth
me."

"Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who
of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and

redemption." (1 Cor. i. 30.) Let us

I. Appropriate Christ as our Wisdom

Many true Christians find it difficult
to know the will of God. They long to
do it, if only they knew it; but it is
hidden from their eyes. "Should | move
to another town?" "Should | take such
a step in business?" "Should | enter into
such a partnership, or ally myself with
such an enterprise?" "Should | embark
in this new branch of Christian
activity?" Such questions are constantly |
arising and pressing for an answer in all
our lives; and as they do so they excite
the instant inquiry, "Lord, what wilt
Thou have me to do?"

But how may we know God's will?
That is not always easy. Yet the
difficulty is not in Him. He does not
wish us to grope painfully in the dark.
Nay, He is ever giving us many signs
and hints as to the way we should take,
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too delicate to be perceived by the
coarse eye of sense, but clear enough
to those who are divested of self-will
and pride, and only anxious to know
and do the holy and acceptable and
perfect will of God.

It is @ mistake to seek a sign from
heaven; to run from counsellor to
counsellor; to cast a lot; or to trust to
some chance coincidence. Not that
God may not reveal His will thus; but
because it is hardly the behaviour of a
child with its Father. There is a more
excellent way. Let the heart be quieted
and stilled in the presence of God;
weaned from all earthly distractions
and worldly ambitions. Let the voice of &
the Son of God hush into perfect rest
the storms that sweep the lake of the
inner life, and ruffle its calm surface.
Let the whole being be centred on God
Himself. And then, remembering that
all who lack wisdom are to ask it of

God, and that Jesus Christ is already

made unto us wisdom, let us quietly
appropriate Him, in that capacity, by £
faith; and then go forward, perhaps not
conscious of any increase of wisdom, or
able to see far in front; but sure that
we shall be guided, as each new step
must be taken, or word spoken, or
decision made. It is an immense help in
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any difficulty to say, "l take thee, Lord
Jesus, as my wisdom," and to do the
next thing, nothing doubting; assured
that He will not permit those who trust
in Him to be ashamed.

Il. Let us appropriate Christ as our

Righteousness

Conscious of our nakedness and sin,
we once sought to establish our
ownrighteousness, stitching together
the fig-leaves, which died as we
plucked them, and became sere and
shrivelled. But since then we have
submitted ourselves to the

righteousness of God, which is by faith. H

There is often, however, an apparent
doubt in Christian hearts as to their
relation to that righteousness; and they
do not realize that, whether they feel it
not, it is, nevertheless, covering them,
in all its radiant beauty; for in the
thought of God, every believer is
arrayed in the beauteous dress of the
Saviour's finished work. "It is Upon all
them that believe." (Rom. iii. 22.) There
is only one kind of faith, and directly it
is exercised, though amid many doubts
and fears, the believer is justified,
accepted in the Beloved, and
accounted not only as forgiven, but as
righteous in the sight of God. This is so,
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whether it be realized or not.

The first moment of faith is the time
when we begin to appropriate the
righteousness of Christ. At first it is with
trembling hands that we gird ourselves
in the dress that cost our Lord so much.
We fear, as we enter the most holy
place, and stand where angels worship;
but, as the days pass on, and we learn
more of its efficiency, its adaptation to
our need, and its preciousness in the
sight of God, we become more assured
of our position, and notwithstanding
repeated failures in the past, the
misgivings of nature, and the taunts of
hell, we have boldness to enter into
that which is within the vail.

Jesus Christ has been made to us
righteousness by God; but He needs to
be appropriated by faith when we are
first convinced of sin, and ever after,
when conscious of our worthlessness
and guilt. How triumphant the
ejaculation, "Jesus, | flee unto Thee to
hide me; | appropriate Thee as my
righteousness before God!"

"I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my
soul shall be joyful in my God: for He
hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, He hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness."
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1.

Sanctification

Sanctification is separation—separa
-tion from sin; separation to God, to
the point of devotion. There often
arises before us the vision of a devoted
life; such a life as Jesus lived, whose
only thought was to do the will of God.
To recognize God as the sole source of
holiness. To lean on Him, and to listen
for His voice within the heart as the
sole and sufficient guide. To live apart
from the restless aims and fretting
ambitions of men. To be separate from
sin—holy, harmless, and without
rebuke. To keep ever in touch with God
and His thoughts and aims. To obey
him at all hazards and costs. To be the
channel through which the river of God
may flow down into earths desert
places, making them rejoice and
blossom—ah, what an ideal is here!

But it is brought within the range of
the humblest and weakest disciple,
who renounces all hope of realizing it
through nature's efforts, and who
appropriates Christ in his all-sufficiency.
Trust the Holy Spirit to work in you a
perpetual remembrance of the Lord
Jesus; and then avail yourself of Him in
all His offices and work. And amongst
other aspects, be sure to appropriate
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Him as your sanctification. When
tempted to cross the line of separation,
or to relax the energy of your devotion,
look upward, and say, "Be thou to me
in fact that which the Father has
already made Thee, in possibility and
by right, my Sanctification."

IV. Let us appropriate Christ as
our Redemption

We have been redeemed from the
curse of the law, because He was made
a curse for us. But we long to be
redeemed from the power of sin. "The
good we would, we do not; the evil we
would not, we do." And this longing
shall be met; because it would not be
like our God to leave us to the mercy of
the strong Pharaoh-like foes, which
have made us serve under cruel
bondage for so long. He must come
down to deliver us. Ah, what joyful
news it is that He has done so, and has
provided a sufficient deliverance in
Jesus.

But this redemption waits our
appropriation, as the flowers of spring
await the hand of the flower-girl; or as
the deliverance wrought for the Jews
by Mordecai awaited their personal
action, which made it their own. From
this moment give up your strivings and
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endeavors, and take Christ as vyour
deliverance from all the sins which
have broken your peace, and cursed
your joy. When the oppressor
approaches you; when the old habit
seeks to assert itself; when easily
besetting sin begins to weave its snare
about you, or suddenly to assail—then
look up to the Saviour, and say, “I
appropriate Thee as my redemption in
this my hour of need!"

A lady travelling in the Southern
States, after President Lincoln had
proclaimed the freedom of the slaves,
found a black woman, who was acting
as a slave, because she did not know
that her race was free. She had heard
rumors, which her owner and others
had denounced as lies. But as soon as
she knew that she was free, see
appropriated her freedom, and went
forth into liberty. Let it be clearly
understood that the Son has made us
free, who bear His name; let us avail
ourselves of our right; and go forth into
the glorious liberty of the sons of God.

Il. Christ's Proprietorship

"Whose | am, and Whom | Serve." —
Acts xxvii. 23.

In the "Song of Songs, which is
Solomon's," there is a beautiful
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gradation of  expression, which
significantly illustrites the successive
steps in the experience of the soul.
Thrice does the bride speak of the
Bridegroom in similar terms; but in
each case there is a slight alteration in
the phraseology, which speaks volumes
of her deepening character, and truer
attitude towards Him.

“My Beloved is mine, and | am His."
(Song of Solomon ii. 16.) "I am my
Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine." (vi.
3.) "I am my Beloved's, and His desire is
toward me." (vii. 10.)

At first she lays the chief stress on
the thought that all her Beloved was
hers, and that she had a right to
employ concerning Him the
appropriating pronoun My; it was only
a secondary consideration that she was
also His.

But as her thought ran on, she
changed the relative place of the two
clauses of the sentence, and laid her
primal emphasis not on her
appropriation of Him, but on his
proprietorship of her: "l am His."

And, lastly, this conception so filled
her mind that she had no thought of
her side of the matter, and was
altogether absorbed in the happy
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consciousness that she belonged
utterly, and for ever, to the object of
her supreme and adoring love.

This is also the history of each
scholar in the school of grace. We
begin by calculating how much there is
in Christ for us. We appropriate His
fulness, and count ourselves
millionaires in His wealth. And there is
no wrong or harm in this. But, as the
days pass on, we realize that there is a
yet profounder truth on which this
rests; and to have that is to have in
addition all that Christ can be and do
for the soul which clings to Him—as the
limpet to the rock on which the long
line of waves breaks, with boom of
thunder and clouds of spray, without
detaching it from its hold. We begin by
saying, Christ is mine: we go on to say, /
am His. We pass from the
appropriation of Christ by us to the
proprietorship of us by Christ. And this
is surely a happier and Dbetter
standing-ground: because the hand,
which appropriates only, may become
numbed and tired; but that which is
locked in the hand of Christ, in the tight
grasp of ownership, can never be
withdrawn.

Did you, my Christian reader, you
may seek to cast the thought aside; as
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Onesimus, who, when he fled from
Ephesus to hide himself, truant that he
was, in the slums of Rome, tried to
forget the claims which Philemon, his
master, had over him, by right of
purchase. All this you may do: and yet,
in spite of all, you are as much Christ's
property as any slave would be the
chattel of the man who had paid down
his price in the market, or who had
received him as part of the family
estate by right of inheritance.

And not only are you the property of
Christ; but all you are and have is His
also. The master owns not only the
slave, but all the proceeds of his toils;
and all the personal or other property =
which he may acquire. The hapless serf
can point to nothing as his; all is his
master's. He is but a steward, bound to

account for the way in which every coin &

is expended; at the best permitted to
deduct from the general proceeds of
the estate only a bare sufficiency for his
personal maintenance; but expected to
forward all the rest to his master, or
expend it on such interests as he may
direct. This is our rightful position with
respect to Christ. Paul was proud to call
himself the bond-slave of Jesus Christ.
He chose as his motto the immortal
words (badge of a slavery which does
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not degrade, but enobles all who bend
beneath its yoke), "Whose | am, and
whom | serve."

I. Christ's Proprietorship rests on many
Grounds
We are His by Creation: His image
and superscription have been stamped
upon every lineament of our face. "It is
He that hath made us, and His we are."

We are His by Purchase: for never
was slave more certainly acquired by
silver and gold than we have been
bought by His precious blood. "Ye are
not your own, ye are bought with a
price, wherefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are His."

We are His by Deed of Gift: for the
Father has given to Him all who shall
come to Him; and it is impossible to
believe that donation could be of
anything less than our whole being.
When God gave us, He gave all of us.

We are His by Conquest: for the
Man-soul of our inner nature has
opened to Him her gates, unable longer
to resist; and, even though He be not
as yet recognized in all her environs,
there is no doubt that He is her rightful
Lord and King.
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Il. The Act of Consecration consists in
the Recognition of Christ's absolute
Proprietorship
Consecration is simply giving Christ

His own, and restoring stolen property

to its rightful owner. Consecration is to

give to Christ by choice that which is

His by indefeasible right; but which He

will not snatch from any one.

The men of Israel were David's by
God's appointment; but they could not
rest content until they had swum the
Jordan at its flood, and had fallen at the
feet of their rightful king, crying, "Thine
are we, David; and on thy side, thou
son of Jesse." (1 Chron. xii. 1-18.)
Should we be content without saying as
much to our Saviour, Jesus?

Of course we all in a general way
recognize Christ's ownership. "We are
His people, and the sheep of his
pasture." But we must do it in a
particular and personal sense. We must
crown Him King of our hearts and lives
by our own glad choice. We must bring
the whole of our nature and life under
His direct control. We must be willing
that His will should be as supreme, and
as universally honored, in us, as it is in
His own bright home. We must come
to the point of saying something like

16

2 HEZZEEZHFHIA
EE BT BN 2
A

HEATZNEE
BEWSRItBE S - REisk
WA EHESEEA
B 7 -VHE 2B EiEA
BERAZNREIEE -
ASMNEMAATEX -

wanE e s R Y
B - i Jis 33 oz BY
291850 - e E A Z R
S TR - FHATEYT
TRey | BEEREY) L0
B2 EERM L (KL
12:1-18 ) A& ° =Xt
K E B 8K 17 XX A B H
IS BEZ I ?

AT K IE AR FOAE
ERHBEN - T HII2#
ME T E2EMEIRNE -
(15 100:3 ) FEA1EmMLEL
— B EM D AFT VR
XA BIFREA IR OEY
YRR 4 RO A A
it RS
mREMEEZENES D -
HIMNELREUMNW S

BENES EFEEXD
ARNER - HEEHEC

RIBRUR X —1F » A IN



this: "Lord Jesus, | am Thine by right;
forgive me for having lived so long as if
| were my own. | now gladly recognize
that Thou hast a rightful claim on all |
have and am; | want to live as Thine
from henceforth; and | do solemnly at
this hour give myself to Thee, by my
own glad choice: Thine entirely: Thine
in life and death: Thine forever."

Ill. There are a Few Cautions and
Directions necessary in this Act of
Consecration

(1) The act of consecration is the
taking-up of an attitude, which must
never be renounced; or if it is lost for a
moment, it must instantly be resumed,
with prayer for forgiveness and for
cleansing. But this is only possible
through the gracious aid of the Eternal
Spirit, through whom the Lord Jesus
offered Himself without spot to God;
and through whom alone, we shall be
able to take up and maintain this
sacred attitude.

(2) As the light grows we shall
become increasingly aware of new
departments of our heart and life, that
were not consciously included in our
first glad act of surrender. But as they
come to view, we must hand them also
into the governorship of the King. We
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must send them on, as we might send
on the loose sheets of a book to a
friend, who had already taken away the
bulk.

(3) There is no reason, in the nature
of the case, why the children of God
should not become consecrated from
the very moment of conversion. It
should be the normal state of
Christians. And with many it is so.
Redeemed from eternal death, they
instantly give themselves to their
Deliverer, as those alive from the dead.
But with most this is not the case. And
so it is necessary, at some future period
of their lives, when the claims of Christ
suddenly break on them, that they
should come to the definite point of
self-surrender.

(4) It matters little when, and how,
we do it; whether by speech, or in
writing; whether alone, or in company.
But we must not be content with a
vague desire. There should be a
definite act, at a given moment of time,
when we shall gladly sign, and seal, and
confess, that we are His. (Isaiah xliv. 5.)

(5) Sometimes we may feel unable
to Give all; but we are willing that He
should take all. This is equally
acceptable to Him. And is it not a
better and more scriptural way of
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putting the truth? For we might be
troubled by grievous questionings, as
to whether we had really given all, or
whether there were not some fatal
flaw in our act. But if the question is
simply one of His taking—or of our
being willing for Him to take—entire
possession; so that every imagination is
cast down, every thought brought into
captivity, and our wills moulded into
harmony with His: then rough places
are made smooth, and crooked ones
straight. This is the charm of Miss
Havergal's Consecration Hymn; its
key-word is—Take!

(6) The Act of Consecration is
cancelled by one reserve. To give
ninety-nine parts and to withhold the
hundredth undoes the whole
transaction; because in that one piece
of reserve the whole of the self-life
entrenches itself, defying Him. It may
seem impossible to renounce that one
thing; but in clinging to it, you forego
for ever all right to His blessed fulness.
The electrician cannot charge your
body with electricity, while a single
thread connects you with the ground,
and breaks the completeness of your
insulation. The physician cannot
undertake your case whilst you conceal
one symptom, or yourself seek to effect

19

B ?BMNFSEAR
RREFIERL : 28
BEWNEE 1) T2
FEEXABWHRR °
HORAAL B BT
BI2G REILHMAES
HAENIE - BLiNiEE
MR - MRS
HINWEBHEREESZ
SHHNESMIE—2 -8
TRV B AIE - B
MWANZEE - XIEE8E
1% /)V 98 /Y BK /OIS SRAY iR
NEE - AR m i
Al

(6) HEZZ=ZH—
IREAFRHE - Bk LT
N HRERE—B D
A BN - AEXR
BH—n - l—Cc4amA
2RAUNBERERE -~
MR E - ETMNFX—
HLIF ATl - (BEIME
B IR KT F A 13
FERERBENAH - B 1A
=BT E - B—5KER
I [ BY BB S B FT B IR B
STTEMZ - IREREER
i — MR B E R
TMEELAEEERNE
AN EAREETX
& SN EZEE—R




a cure in one particular. The Lord Jesus
cannot fully save you whilst there is
one point of controversy between you
and Him. Let Him have that one last

thing, the last barrier and film to a life Ap

of blessedness; and glory will come,
filling your soul.

(7) What we give, Christ takes; and
at the moment of our giving it. There
may, perhaps, be no rush of emotion.
We may have no inward evidence of
the momentous change in our position.
The reckoning may have for many days
to be one, not of feeling, but of faith.
We can only say, "I am His; because |
gave, and He took." But sooner or later
we become aware that the flames of
the heavenly fire have fallen on our
sacrifice; feeding on it; appropriating it;
cleansing it; and preparing it for
blessed, holy service.

It is very important to realize this
point. In consecration we make the
same mistake, as is so prevalent in
conversion; of trying to feel in
ourselves that Christ has taken us. We
must believe He takes that which we
commit to Him; though no angel comes
to assure us that we are henceforth His
own.

lll. Reciprocal Indwelling
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"Abide in Me, and | in you." — John

XV. 4.

“That | may dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of my life" was the
aspiration of the man after God's own
heart. (Psalm xxvii. 4.) And they who
have acquired the blessed habit of
perpetually recollecting the nearness of
Jesus know something, at least, of that
"dwelling in the secret place of the
Most High," and "abiding under the
shadow of the Almighty," of which the
Psalmist sang. (Psalm xci.)

If only we could acquire that blessed
habit, and maintain that hallowed
attitude of spirit, we should need few
exhortations beside. We should be
perfectly satisfied with—Himself. We
should hold all things in Him. We
should fear no foe, fighting under the
Captain's eye. We should be set free
from the power of besetting sin, as the
fire in our grates is extinguished when
the sun shines brilliantly upon the
glowing embers.

You say that this may be possible for
the priest, or the saint, but not for
those who are harassed with daily care:
for the cloister, but not for the market:
for the holy day, but not for the
working day, with its dust and clamor.
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Yet, surely, since the Master bids us all
to abide in Him, and stays not to limit
His meaning, or define the character of
those who are welcome to stand
continually in His presence, we must
infer that He wishes to make no
distinction, but to admit all His servants
to share in the bright and blessed
privilege.

But can the mind be occupied with
two thoughts at once? Perhaps not:
yet—though it may be impossible for
the mind to entertain at the same
instant more than one train of
ideas—beneath the mind there is the
heart, with all its sensibilities and deep
emotional life, instantly and always
alive to the presence or absence of
some beloved object, even when the
mind is most busily engaged.

We may be fully occupied in thought
and act, and yet our heart may be
abiding in holy and blessed communion
with our Lord, as a living bright reality,

But before this blessed
consciousness of the presence of Christ
can be ours, we must know
experimentally the meaning of the
Apostle's words, "Christ liveth in me."
(Gal. ii. 20.) In point of fact, there is a
lovely reciprocity in this indwelling. We
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abide in Him, because He abides in us.
In the translucent depths of southern
seas, the voyager is aware of the
infinite variety of sponge-growth,
waving to and fro with the gentle
movement of the tide; and the ocean is

in the sponge, whilst the sponge is in ¥

the ocean, illustrating the reciprocal
indwelling of the believer in Christ, and

Christ in the believer. Take the common &

iron poker from your fireside, and place
it amid the fiery bed of burning coals,
and soon it becomes red-hot, because
the fire is in it whilst it is in the fire.
Shall the time not come when we shall
learn the secret of a life of ardent
devotion and glowing zeal, because we
have mastered the lesson of the
reciprocal indwelling of the saint and
the Saviour?

This was the secret of the human
life of Christ. He dwelt in his Father's
love, whilst there rang through His
being the glad consciousness that He
did always those things which gave
pleasure to his Father's heart. And the
Father dwelt in Him, manifesting His
Divine presence by words of grace and
works of power. And when once we can
realize the literal force of "in you," we
shall enter upon the glorious and
perpetual enjoyment of "ye in Me.".
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I. As to Fellowship

"He that eateth My flesh, and
drinketh My blood, dwelleth in me, and
| in Him." (John vi. 56.) Whatever else is
meant by that mystic feeding on Christ,
this at least is included—that, through
the help of the Holy Ghost, we are to
set apart daily periods of time for
fellowship with the living Saviour. The
early morning hour, when we go forth
to gather manna, while the day is
young; the evening twilight when men
go forth to meditate; the hour of
solemn worship and gathering with the
people of God: all these, and many
other golden seasons, are
opportunities of nourishing the inner
life, with His flesh, which is meat
indeed, and His blood, which is drink
indeed.

But how often, at such times, the
spirit ms to fail and faint! It cannot
disengage itself from the birdlime of
worldliness which fastens it down. It
cannot shake off the buzzing cloud of
teasing, wandering thoughts. It
resembles, as Jeremy Taylor says, a lark
trying in vain to rise against a strong
east wind.

What then should be our resource?
We may turn from  personal
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supplication to intercession on the
behalf of others; or we may open the
Word of God, and begin to study its
pages, as men pour water into a dry
pump to make it draw; or we may
appropriate the prayers of the saints of
former days. But there is a more
excellent way. Let us sit quietly down to
meditate. Let us remember that the
living Saviour, who ever liveth to pray,
is by the Holy Spirit, literally within us.
He who, in the days of His flesh,
climbed the mountains for fellowship
with His Father, while the towns that
bordered on the lake were still swathed
in morning mist, is now dwelling in the
heart. Stand aside, then, cease your
strivings and efforts; and let Him pour
forth in and through you the mighty
torrent of his strong cryings and
ceaseless prayers.

It will not be long before you find
your prayers mounting up with
freedom and conscious power to
heaven; and in a moment, by the
reciprocity which we are now
considering, you shall become aware of
the literal presence around you—as a
Divine environment—of Him who once
lit up the lone isle of Patmos by the
irradiation of His manifested glory.
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Il. As to Obedience

"He that keepeth His
commandments, dwelleth in Him, and
He in him." (1 John iii. 24.) There are
three things which must focus in one
point before we can be sure of the will
of God: The prompting of the Spirit
within; the teaching of the Word
without; and the concurrence of
Providence around—in the events of
daily life. We should never take a step
unless these three concur. If they do
not so concur, we may be sure that
God's hour is not yet come, and we
must stand still and see His salvation.

But there are times when we clearly
know the Lord's will, but seem unable
to do it. Our heart and flesh fail. We
cower before strong opposition. The
good we would, we do not: the evil we
would not, we do.

How shall we do then? Shall we lash
ourselves forward by reproaches and
remonstrances, as the galley-slaves of
old were urged to more frantic
exertions by the strokes of the knout?
Not so! We are no longer under the
law, but under grace. God does not
leave us thus to cope with ourselves.
There is another and a better way
which lies within the text already cited,
if its identical propositions are
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reversed, "He that dwelleth in Him, and
He in him, keepeth His
commandments."

Remember, again, that the Lord
Jesus is in you as the very power of
God. During His earthly life He bore the
significant title of "Servant" of God,
who, when the Lord God opened His
ear, was not rebellious nor turned away
back, nor swerved a hair's-breadth
from the narrow path of implicit
obedience. (Psa. xvii. 1-6.) Why should
not He work in you and through you, as
of old He wrought through His mortal
body? Let Him have the opportunity!
Cease from your own works, as the Son
did from His. And as He emptied
Himself, so that the Father which dwelt
in Him was really the doer of His works,
so empty yourself of your own efforts
and strivings, and let Him work in you
to will and to do of His own good
pleasure. You will soon be delivered
from impotence, and indolence, and
failure, and you will find yourself
energised mightily in all manner of
strenuous and noble deeds.

You will become aware of the literal
presence of Him who appeared to
Joshua as the Captain of the Lord's
host. "In Him we live, and move, and
have our being." (Acts xvii. 28.)
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Ill. As to Confession

“Whosoever shall confess that Jesus
is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him,
and He in God." (1 John iv. 15.) The
days are past in which every confessor
was called to be a martyr. And yet
confession is hard enough: it is not easy
to stand up for Christ in the commercial
room, or in the workshop, in the
railway carriage, or amid the frivolities
of a drawing-room. There is a natural
proneness in us all to a false shame,
which gags our mouths, and chokes our
utterance, and keeps us silent, when
we know we ought to speak.

Ah, how Dbitterly we reproach
ourselves then and afterwards; as we
see the opening gradually close, and
feel that the chance for quiet
remonstrance, or for words of entreaty
and expostulation, has gone never to
return.

And yet we have failed so often, we
have almost lost heart. Can it ever be
different, we being what we are (Rew. ii.
13.)? Can we ever resemble Antipas,
the faithful confessor? Can we ever be
bold as a lion for Him who has never
given us just cause for shame? Indeed,
matters will never mend until we
abandon our own feeble attempts and
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draw heavily on the glorious fact of His
mighty in-dwelling. We can do nothing;
but all things are possible to Him. Let
us only give Him the chance. Let us
place ourselves at His disposal to speak
in us, and through us, as He will. Let
Him have His blessed way with us.
Before Pontius Pilate He witnessed a
good confession: why may we not
expect Him to repeat it, through us, the
meanest of the members of His body;
who long to be possessed of Him, even
as of old men were the mediums
through which lost spirits spoke and
wrought.

And none can thus abandon
themselves to Him without becoming
aware, through the law of reciprocal
indwelling, that Christ in the heart
means the heart in Christ; and that
dependence on the indwelling Saviour
will  invariably induce a vivid
consciousness of the indwelling of the
human spirit in the light of His gracious
presence.

IV. As to Love

"He that dwelleth in love dwelleth
in God, and God in Him." (1 John iv.
16.) We must love people whom we
cannot like; with whom we have no
natural sympathy; and who seem made
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to irritate us. It is easy to like nice
people. No special grace is required for
this. Our affections naturally entwine
around the amiable and gentle; and, if
these alone filled our homes, there
would be no education in the Divine art
of loving. We only learn what the love
of God is when we have to do with
people who defy our own powers of
affection. The fairest powers of nature
are never so apparent as when they are
called in to drape the rents in the
earth's surface, or to clothe some
unsightly rock, rearing its form amid a
paradise of beauty.

Is there such a person in your life,
the source of constant chafe,
annoyance, fret? You feel you cannot
love, you cannot speak gently, or stroke
that fretful face, or find pleasure in that
uncongenial presence? Anything but
that. You could be lovely if only you
were thrown with a congenial
temperament. Yet how much you
would miss of Divine education! Do
this. Fall back on the memory of the
Divine indwelling: and since the strong
Son of God, who is Immortal Love, is in
you, let Him love that loveless one
through you; let Him pour a torrent of
love through you, as the channel and
medium of blessing; let His love speak
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through your voice, and look through
your eyes, and nerve your fingers. Love
with His love. You can do all things
through Christ that strengtheneth you.
"To dwell in the secret place of the
Most High, and to abide under the
shadow of the Almighty." (Psalm xci. 7.)

IV. "Sin" and "Sins"

“Reckon ye also yourselves to be
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
God through Jesus Christ our Lord." —
Rom. vi. 11.

The nearer we live to God, the more
sensitive we become to the presence of
sin. Increasing light means increasing
self-judgment; and things which were
allowed in the twilight of the dawn,
become abhorrent as the noontide
light reveals their true character. You
may guage your growth in grace, and
your increasing reception of the Holy
Spirit, by the tenderness of vyour
conscience with respect to sins which
you once permitted without remorse,
and almost without remark. In
proportion as you comprehend the full
beauty of Christ your Lord, you will find
imperfections in your best moments,
and discern blemishes in your holiest
deeds. When we hear of God, we are
self-satisfied; but when we see Him, we
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abhor ourselves, and repent in dust
and ashes.

In view of these facts it is impossible
for any true child of God to be
contented with himself. He cannot
speak of himself as having attained, or
as being already perfect. He is ever
following after to apprehend or attain;
and as he does so, he, who once
described himself as the least of all
saints, comes to call himself the chief

of sinners. He is conscious of
forgiveness; he knows that he s
accepted in the Beloved; but, in

proportion as he walks in the growing
light, he feels his growing need of the
precious blood, which cleanseth from
all sin.

It is true that many claim to have
attained to a condition of sinless
perfectness; but they surely fail to
discriminate between things which
differ widely as the poles. They do not
distinguish between the believer's
standing in Christ Jesus, in the sight of
God, and the practical realization and
appropriation of that standing, which
can only be in proportion to his faith.
According to our faith, so it is to us;
and, as faith is ever growing towards
perfect vision, is it not clear that there
must also be a growth towards the
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perfect appreciation and enjoyment of
our standing in Christ Jesus?

And is there not this also, that there
is @ whole world of difference between
freedom from conscious sin and the
attainment of the perfect glory of the
stature of Christ? When we come
short, we sin.

As soon as we put ourselves in the
true relation to the Spirit of God, we
may expect to be kept from conscious
sin; but surely this is a very different
thing from the perfection of the New
Testament, which is the maturity of the
fully developed man. Even if we have
passed from the adolescence to the
man-hood of Christian development,
there is still an infinite chasm between
our uttermost attainment, and the
surpassing loveliness of the One Perfect
Man.

There are three matters which must
be considered in connection with the
believer's inner experience of evil: —

I. The Tempter

"Your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour: whom resist." (1
Peterv. §, 9.)

It is not necessary to suppose that
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the prince of the power of the air is the
author of temptation to every believer,
the world over; for that would go near
to investing him with the attributes of
omniscience and omnipresence. But he
is surrounded by legions of inferior
spirits, the wicked spirits in heavenly
places, as malignant in their hate as he
is; and who are ever waiting to carry
out his plans: and any one of these is
sufficient to master the soul that has
not learnt the secret of victory through
faith in the Stronger than the strong
man armed.

Temptation does not become sin to
us, until the will assents to the
suggestion of the Tempter. So long as
the will is resolute, exclaiming with
Joseph, "How can | do this great
wickedness, and sin against God?"
there is no sin. Sin is the act of the
perverted will. That temptation is not
sin is proved by the fact that the Lord
Jesus was tempted in all points, though
without sin. Of course, there is a vast
difference between Him and us:
because there was nothing in Him, as
there is in us, responsive to the
tempter's suggestions. It is difficult for
us to listen to the suggestion of sin
without contracting any stain; but still
it may be accepted as broadly true that
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the fact of our being tempted does not
necessarily involve us in sin.

There is only one way by which the
Tempter can be met. He laughs at our
good resolutions and ridicules the
pledges with which we fortify
ourselves. He has been ealing with
these for sixty ce